MOSLEM SCHISMS AND SECTS

certain things are more numerous than others. So that the
question of priority and sequence is merely one oi appear-
ance and place. By this view he condemns as a lie every-
thing that has been agreed upon by the ancestors of the
Believers, as well as the people of the Book, whether Jews,
Christians or Samaritans. The view of all these being that
Allah created the tablet and the pen before the creation of
the heavens and the earth. As to the Moslems, the only
thing over which they differ is whether heaven or the earth
was created first. Al-Nazzam differs from the Moslems and
the people of the Book, as well as from most of the Mu'ta-
zilah, because the Basrah Mu'tazilah claimed that Allah
created his will before creating the thing willed; while the
rest of them assert that some bodies in the world were
created before others. Abu-al-Hudhail claimed that he
created his word to the thing " but not in a place " before he
created bodies and accidents. Al-Nazzam's view about what
is manifest in bodies and what is hidden, as well as their
permeation, is worse than the view of the Zahiriyah who
claimed that all accidents are hidden in bodies. The char-
acteristics of the bodies, however, are ascribed to* them by
the manifestation of certain accidents, and the hiding of
others. In both doctrines, there is a turning away from the
Duhnyah (Dahrite?) view to the denial of the finite char-
acter of bodies and accidents; for they assert that all these
exist in every condition, provided some are hidden and
others manifest, although nothing may have appeared in the
condition of manifestation. All this is heresy and unbelief;
and in fact everything that leads to error is like it.

His fifteenth heresy is that the composition of the Koran,
and the beauty of the literary arrangement of its words, do
not show the miraculous character of its Prophet; nor are
they a proof of the reliability of his claim to prophecy. The
basis for the prooi of his reliability lies only in what the
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